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Public views on preserving the experiences of victims of Nazism in Ukraine
Between September 9 and September 25, 2014 Kiev International Institute of Sociology (KIIS) conducted the nation-wide public opinion poll. The fieldwork lasted between September 12 and September 21, 2014. The poll was conducted in 110 settlements (PSU) in all regions of Ukraine, except the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and Lugansk region. 

Overall 2035 respondents were interviewed face-to-face during the field stage.

Statistical sample error (with probability of 0.95 and design-effect of 1.5) does not exceed 3.3% for indicators close to 50%; 2.8% for indicators close to 25%; 2.0% for indicators close to 10%; 1.4%  for indicators close to 5%.

This survey was intended, in part, to estimate the number of victims of Nazism who are currently living in Ukraine. If we define the victims of Nazism in the narrow sense (ostarbeiters, Holocaust victims, prisoners at concentration camps or ghettos and prisoners of war), than the number of victims in Ukraine would be about 200 thousand people. If we consider all the elderly who suffered from National Socialism injustice at the time of Second World War, their number would be about 8.5% – 10.0% of people older than 70 years or 430 – 500 thousand people. 
To reveal an importance of victims’ experience for modern Ukrainian society, the respondents were asked a question “Do you believe it is important or not important for modern Ukrainian society to remember and properly understand the experience of victims of Nazism?”
The results show that:
· An absolute majority (78%) of Ukrainians think that it is important for modern Ukrainian society to remember and properly understand the experience of victims of Nazism. 
· Victims of Nazism and people who know someone who suffered from National Socialism are generally express higher levels of concern about memory retention and proper understanding of the lessons of the past.

· In addition, people from Western region and elderly people tend to attach more importance to this issue than people from Eastern oblasts and young people.
Chart 1.
[image: image6.jpg]KUIBCbKUI MDKHAPOJHUM IHCTUTYT COLIIOJIOTT]
KIEV INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SOCIOLOGY

Byn.Bonoceka 8/5, Kuis, 04070, Ykpaina; Ten. /dakc (+38 044) 537-3376, en-nomrra: office@kiis.com.ua
8/5 Voloska St, Kyiv, 04070, Ukraine; phone/fax (+38 044) 537-3376, e-mail: office@kiis.com.ua
www kiis com ua




The next question for respondents was “In your opinion, are nowadays in Ukraine the victims of Nazism receiving enough or not enough public attention?”
· A majority of 56% of the respondents feel that nowadays in Ukraine the victims of Nazism receiving too little public attention.
·  The idea that victims of Nazism nowadays do not receive enough public attention prevails in all age groups and in all regions. People from Western oblasts and elderly people are slightly higher concerned with this issue.
· People who suffered from National Socialism and their acquaintances demonstrate the highest level of dissatisfaction with the current level of public attention towards needs and problems of victims of Nazism.
Chart 2.
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In a poll, respondents were also asked whether people in Ukraine take account of victims’ experience: “Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: The experience of former victims of Nazism was taken into account and properly perceived in our state".
· A major part of Ukrainian citizens hold an opinion that the experience of former victims of Nazism was not properly perceived and recognized in our state: 50% of the respondents disagreed with the statement that “the experience of former victims of Nazism was taken into account and properly perceived in our state”, 26% hold an opposite opinion, and the quarter of respondents had no certain opinion on that question. 
Chart 3
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The survey also included a question regarding need for social work for elderly: “Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: There should be more social work programs for the elderly people in Ukraine”.
· Absolute majority (84%) of survey respondents agreed that there should be more social work programs for the elderly people in Ukraine to meet their needs and increase their social integration in society. Only 6% of respondents told that for now there is no such need.
· People aged over 40 are in general more often agreed that there is a strong need for strengthening social work for the elderly, but young people also for the most part agreed that elderly people need more help and support. 

Chart 4
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Readiness to help elderly people:
· Adult citizens of Ukraine (aged between 18 and 70 years) demonstrated a high level of readiness to help elderly people: 77% of respondents expressed their willingness to help people aged over 70 (not relatives), who needs such help.
· People are mostly ready to communicate with elderly (28%), help with housework (24%), do shopping (22%), and buy medicines (22%). About 10% of adults agreed to support elderly with money.

· A large number of people are ready to help elderly regardless of their gender, age or place of residence – a part of those who is willing to help in all demographic cohorts is greater than 73%.
Chart 5
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Attitude towards Germany:
· People in Ukraine tend to respect FRG for the help for victims of Nazism provided by this country: 65% of survey respondents and 71% of former victims agreed, that regardless of the past, they have respect for FRG because of their help to victims of Nazism in Ukraine.
Appendix
1. Do you believe it is important or not important for modern Ukrainian society to remember and properly understand the experience of victims of Nazism?
	
	Ukraine in general, %

	Very important
	35.3

	Somewhat important
	42.2

	Not very important
	5.9

	Not at all important
	1.5

	Don't know
	15.1


2. In your opinion, are nowadays in Ukraine the victims of Nazism receiving enough or not enough public attention?
	
	Ukraine in general, %

	Quite enough
	4.3

	Rather enough than not enough
	13.6

	Rather not enough than enough
	32.1

	Not enough
	23.8

	Don't know
	26.1


3. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: "The experience of former victims of Nazism was taken into account and properly perceived in our state".
	
	Ukraine in general, %

	Strongly agree
	5.7

	Somewhat agree
	20.5

	Somewhat  disagree
	29.5

	Strongly disagree
	19.9

	Don't know
	24.5


4. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: "There should be more social work programs for the elderly people in Ukraine".
	
	Ukraine in general, %

	Strongly agree
	37.9

	Somewhat agree
	45.7

	Somewhat  disagree
	4.9

	Strongly disagree
	0.5

	Don't know
	11.1


5. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: "Regardless of the past, I have respect for Federal Republic of Germany because of their help to victims of Nazism in Ukraine".
	
	Ukraine in general, %

	Strongly agree
	19.8

	Somewhat agree
	45.4

	Somewhat  disagree
	9.4

	Strongly disagree
	1.7

	Don't know
	23.7


RESPONDENTS AGED 18-70 YEARS
6. Are you personally ready to provide help for people aged over the age of 70 (not relatives), who needs such help? If yes – what kind of help? MULTIPLE ANSWERS ALLOWED.
	
	Ukraine in general, %

	No
	22.5

	Help with money
	10.1

	Do shopping
	22

	Cook food
	8

	Help with housework
	23.8

	Look after elderly
	7

	Buy medicines
	21.9

	Communicate
	28.3

	Help with transportation
	4.9

	Help with repairing homes
	3.2

	Help to find good healer
	0

	Other
	0.7

	Don't know
	15.7
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		Agree		Agree

		Disagree		Disagree

		Don't know		Don't know



Strongly

Somewhat

Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: "There should be more social work programs for the elderly people in Ukraine".
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Лист1

		Столбец1		Strongly		Somewhat

		Agree		38%		46%

		Disagree		1%		5%

		Don't know		11%

				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.

		Якою мірою згодні із твердженням: "Необхідно посилення суспільної роботи відносно потреб людей похилого віку і їхньої інтеграції в суспільство"

		Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement:

		There should be more social work programs for the elderly people in Ukraine
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Are you personally ready to provide help for people aged over the age of 70 (not relatives), who needs such help?

Are you personally ready to provide help for people aged over the age of 70 (not relatives), who needs such help? (RESPONDENTS AGED 18-70 YEARS)
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Лист1

				Are you personally ready to provide help for people aged over the age of 70 (not relatives), who needs such help?

		No		23%

		Communicate		28%

		Help with housework		24%

		Do shopping		22%

		Buy medicines		22%

		Help with money		10%

		Cook food		8%

		Look after elderly		7%

		Help with transportation		5%

		Help with repairing homes		3%

		Help to find good healer		0%

		Other		1%

		Don't know		16%

				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.

				100
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Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement: "The experience of former victims of Nazism was taken into account and properly perceived in our state".
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Лист1

		Столбец1		Strongly		Somewhat

		Agree		6%		21%

		Disagree		20%		30%

		Don't know		25%

				Для изменения диапазона данных диаграммы перетащите правый нижний угол диапазона.

		Please tell me whether you agree or disagree with the following statement

		The experience of former victims of Nazism was taken into account and properly perceived in our state.






