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The International Social Survey Program (ISSP) was established in 1984 on the basis of university research centers of four countries – Western Germany (ZUMA, Manheim); USA (NORC, Chicago), Great Britain (SCPR, London) and Australian National University. It was developed as a yearly program serving for cross national research cooperation in the field of empirical comparative social surveys. During 25 years, ISSP gained the popularity of one of the most famous and widest international programs in the world among long-term monitoring social researches having involved 45 countries of Europe, North and South America, Asia and South Africa in the project. 
The yearly ISSP polls are conducted in accordance with subject modules determined and approved for 3 years; the content of modules is partially modified and the subject modules themselves are repeated with the aim of fixing the dynamics of social processes, tendencies of respondents’ mood, expectation and estimation changes. 
The Institute of Policy, the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology and professionals of the Institute of Sociology of the National Academy of Science of Ukraine initiated Ukraine’s joining the project. In 2008, Ukrainian sociologists started cooperation with their foreign colleagues working on religion module (in the ISSP project the issue was researched in 1991 and 1998). 60 questions of the subject module refer to self-appraisal of a person’s religiousness, attitude to religion, involving in religious practices, etc. 
In accordance with the survey results, the level of religiousness of Ukrainians is one of the highest in Europe. 53% of respondents agreed with the statement “I believe in God and I have always believed in God”. Every fifth respondent (21%) did not believe in God earlier but believes in God now. In other words, ¾ of Ukraine’s population supposes themselves to be believers. There are much less of those not believing in God: every ninth respondent (11%) has never believed in God or has stopped believing; it is probably a strong conviction statement (15% did not answer). At that, 62% of Ukrainians said that they were brought up in Orthodox environment; 6% — Greco-Catholic; 27% said that they were brought up beyond any religious influence (5% — all the other answers). 
Ukrainian citizens are characterized by tolerant attitude to representatives of other religions: 71% of respondents fully agree with the statement that different religious groups have equal rights in Ukraine. 75% agree that people should have respect to all religions. At that, 66% will certainly or will probably support a person of other religious views in case if this person is going marry one of respondent’s relatives; 63% are ready to support a person of other religion during elections if this person represents a political party that a respondent supports.
The polling of 2036 respondents selected by random sample, that corresponds the ISSP standards and represents adult population of Ukraine (aged over 18), was held on October 11-20 2008 by Kyiv International Institute of Sociology and the Center “Social Indicators”. The project was financially supported by the Royal Norwegian Embassy in Ukraine and the Open Ukraine Foundation with the framework of the International Dialogue Program supported by the Victor Pinchuk Foundation. 
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